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On the Law of God. 


= Tur knowledge of the Law of God, 

« WE being eſſential to our conduct and happineſs, 

as rational creatures; and as a miſapprehen- 

' ſͤſion of the nature and deſign of that law is a 

chief cauſe of error, deluſion and diſobedi- 

ence, an attempt to explain ſo important a 
ſubject, may not be deemed unacceptable. 

The witL of God, is the invariable law 

to univerſal nature. The infinite number 

and variety of bodies, in the heavens, aud 

on the earth, are preſerved in their being, 

order and excellence, by a fixed decree, ſuited 

to the conſtitution of each. The leaſt parti- 

cle of matter, and the higheſt order of in- 

telligent beings, are equally bound to the 

Throne of Jehovah—they neceſſarily con- 

ſpire to magnify their Almighty Author, 

and teach us the wiſdom and grandeur of a 

Gor. In the contemplation of this vaſt do- 

minion of the Supreme, David penned the. 

F 148th Pſalm; which needs only to be piouſly 

] read, to inſpire equal devotion. 

The law of human nature, uſually termed - 

the moral law, is the ſubje& of our preſent 
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reflections; and in which, we are more im- 
mediately concerned.—A law, not arbitraril 
eſtabliſhed, but founded in holineſs, righte- 
ouſneſs, and judgment; being a ſufficient rule 
of conduct, and a ſource of happineſs to man, 
who, on his creation, was endowed with , 
| Powers ſuited to his obligation, and conſti, i 
tuted the nobleſt of all fablunary beings. "uY 
The law is a mirror, in which the holineſs 
of Jehoyah ſhines in its perfe&10N, an@ſhews 
the creature, what degree of conformity he 
muſt bear to the moral image of his Creator. 
The holineſs of God, is the infinite, abſolute 
rfe&tion and rectitude of his nature, as the 
eternal original cauſe and pattern of truth and 
righteouſneſs in all. And, as God neceſſarily 
mMeſts this perfection in all his works; FA 
eſpecially it moſt gloriouſly ſhines in that law 
he hath given to men; the tenor of which 
is—Be ye holy, for I am holy. 

The abſolute authority of God, as the 
BLESSED and only POTENTATE, the KING of 
kings, and Loxo of lords, ſhines with ma- 
jeſty in his holy Jaw. By this, no poſſible 
condition of the creature can alter the nature 

of that law, under which he was made; or, 
annihilate his obligation to fulfil it. All the * 
divine commands are ſure; they ſtand faſt for i 
ever and ever.* ! 
The 
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The eſſence of the law, is perfect love. 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
thy heart, witb all thy ſoul, with all thy mind, 
and with all thy ſtren 7 wh. thy neighbour 
as thyſelf.* Agreeably to this, the benefi- 
cent Creatbr enriched the human ſoul with a 


nature and propenſity to love; in the exer- 


.Ciſe of which, rational ha 11 was to con- 
ſtſt. Phat object ſhould reign ſupreme in 
the affeftions of man, that God whoſe 
nature is love? This, this only, is the 
ſource of all moral obedience, and is the only 
evidence of ſenſible union with God; for he 
that loveth, dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. 

To the law was annexed a promiſe of 
with all its attendant happineſs to the abe 
ent; and the penalty with all its 
awful conſequences, to the Wanſgreſfor.— 
Therefore— 

In this ſacred law, we are compelled to 
© admire the wiſdom, 8, holineſs, and 
juſtice of the Supreme Me and b 
which, we are convinced, Wat in all his ail. 

nations towards his creatures, he muſt do 
right. This perſuaſion is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to direct our enquiries after divine truth 
md to aſcertam God's way with men. This 
will effectually prevent us from calling his 
conduct in queſtion, and preſerve our Lein 
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in profound adoration of his glorious majeſty. 
The Lord's work is perfeft; for all his ways 
are judgment; a God of truth, and without. 


miquity is he. 


The law of human nature was firſt revealed 


to our parents in Paradiſe; and was equally 


binding upon their poſterity. How long that 
law was obeyed in its perfection, cannot be 


determined; but ſcripture and experienee 
teſtify: By one entered into the world, 
and death by fin ; ſo death paſſed upon all 
men, for that all have finned. The one tranſ- 
greſſion, opened the way to unnumbered 
aggravated crimes; bearing in their train, 
tazkneſs, wretchedneſs, and woe. A moral 
ation was hereby made, between God 
| Md his creature man. The injured juſtice 
of God, beheld the tranſgreſſor; and he, 
regardleſs of His ſtate, by repeated offences, 
ſunk deeper beneath the flames of provoked 


; Vengeance. 


law, afterwards n by Moſes, when the 
national covenan was ratified between God 

and Iſrael, and their government organized, 
was not a new law; but a revelation of the 
ence of the firſt law, in a manner more 
uitable to its nature, and the ſtate of the 
' people at that period. Thoſe awful peals of 
thunder; the piercing lightning; the clouds 
of darkneſs ; and the dreadful fire and . 


It is neceſſary 5 us to know, that the 
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which attended that moſt ſolemn tranſaction, 


and made Sinai tremble to its baſe, were a 
ſufficient indication that the law then reveal - 
ing, had been violated, and juſtice was in- 
cenſed. After the firſt tranſgreſſion, God 
could not have given another law, without 
impeaching his wiſdom and goodneſs. For 
a judge to recommend the importance of 
keeping the violated law of the land, to a 
criminal, on whom he had paſled ſentence of 
death, in order for pardon, would be deem- 
ed a manifeſt inſult offered to miſery. Nor 
can we ſuppoſe the great Lawgiver and 
Judge of the univerſe, after having condemn- 
ed his creatures for the violation of his law, 
would recommend to them, the future obe- 
dience of the ſame law, in order to merit his 
favour ; or, have given them another law, 
while they were under the condemning ſen- 
tence of the firſt. Both inſtances are alike 
inconſiſtent with the righteous judgment of 
the Almighty, though too often miſappre- 
hended by man. Beſides; God knew, that 
by ſin the human breaſt was defiled, that 
the carnal mind was ENMITY againſt him—that 
it was not willingly ſubject to his law, neither 
indeed could be. 

Here, we might drop a tear over the ruins 
of human nature. Under the righteous judg- 
ment of the Lord Almighty, and inſenſible 
of their wretchedneſs !—ignorant of their 

Creator's 
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Creators righteouſneſs, they attempt to eſta- 
bliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, and fondly 
dream that God, becauſe his anger delays, 
will receive them into his favour. Lord, 
what is man! As a filly bird, when the fable 
curtain of the night is dropped, flies to a 
diſtant glimmering lamp, as an expected aſy- 
lum—ſo man, eagerly ruſhes to the fiery 
flames of Sinai, as a mean of life, though 
death enſue. Has man thus impiouſly tranſ- 
ee the ſacred law of the Moſt Holy? 
as he, by his offences, loſt his original rec- 
titude, and merited the threatened curſe? 
Then, why does Juſtice ſtay her hand? Why 
is the law again revealed, and ſinful man al- 
lowed to live? Jzsvus, the Son of God, en- 
gaged to redeem, and Mercy cries—Forbear | 


With pitying eyes, the Prince of Grace 
Beheld our helpleſs grief; 

He ſaw, and O, amazing love! 
He came to our relief. 


O for this love, letwocks and hills 
Their lafting filence break, 

And all harmonious human tongues 
The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. 


The goſpel myſtery is now unveiled. That 
law, delivered on Sinai's top, was in a Mx- 
DIATOR'S hand, and Wrath ſtood filent by.“ 
W hat the law could not do, in that it was weak 

| through 


Romans, viii. 3. 


On the Law of God. > 


through the fleſh, God ſent his own Son in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin, condemned 


ſin in thefleſh. Jeſus was made under the law, 


that he might redeem man from its curſe. 
By a life of unſpotted purity, he obeyed that 
law which we had violated, drank that bitter 
cup which we deſerved, and bowed his head 
in death, to redeem us from an abyſs of woe. 
Theſe ſacred acts were rendered infinitely me- 
ritorious from the Divinity reſident in his 
Humanity. Jeſus is JEHOVAH, the 
Lord our RicaTEousNEss. The law, in all 
its vaſt demands, is perfectly ſatisfied for 
thoſe whom the Father gave into the hands 
of his Son to redeem. Chriſt and his Church 
are now one perſon, in the eye of the law ; 
and it becomes the diſtinguiſhing privilege of 
every believer, to view himſelf in Chriſt, by 
whom alone he is protected from the ſtorms 
of vengeance. In this auguſt diſplay of mercy, 
the Sacred THREE, ONE ETERNAL JEHO0- 
VAH, are revealed to man. The FATrHER 
maintains the honour of his law—the ETzR+ 
NAL Sox obeys it for men, in his own per- 
ſon—the Holy GHosT convinces a finner of 
his need of ſalvation, and leads him to Chriſt ; 
whoſe death is his title to life; and whoſe 
righteouſneſs is unto all, and upon all them 
that believe. Mercy and Truth met toge- 
ther, Righteouſneſs and Peace embraced. 
each other in the great Council of Heaven— 

then, 
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then, in the croſs of Chriſt and now, in 
the ſenſible ſinner's conſcience, Impreſſed 
with this immenſe goodneſs, we anticipate 
that great day, when the Almighty ſhall 
have collected the multitude of his redeemed, 
when he ſhall manifeſt the full glory of his. 
grace, and the eternal arches of Heaven re- 
_ found with the praiſes of Him, who hath 
ſaved us by his blood. | 

- If the foregoing ſentiments be true, 1s not 
the law made void? No, by no means. It 
is infinitely more eſtabliſhed by the law of 
FaiTH, which commands us to believe on the 
complete obedience of Chrift, to the moral 
law, as our only righteouſneſs, than it could 
have been by our perſonal-obedience. For, 
hereby God declares his righteouſneſs, that 
he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of thoſe 
who believe in Jeſus. Our righteouſneſs is 
hereby ſecured ; and not like that of our firſt 
parents, capable of being loſt, By the law 
of Faith, all boaſting of creature-excellence 
is excluded; every mouth is ſtopped, and 
God alone is exalted in our everlaſting ſalva- 
tion. Nevertheleſs, the law is good, if a man 
uſe it lawfully. F154 

I. It teaches the knowledge of fin.* By 

it we are convinced of God's right to puniſh 
his offending creatures, and the neceſſity of 
ſalvation by ſome other way, or we muſt 


periſh 
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periſh in our fins. The law is the great - 
mean, uſed by the Holy Gnosr, in con- 
vineing of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judg- 
ment. He draws afide the veil that is be- 
fore it, ſo that it becomes a glaſs, in which 
we are compelled to ſee our own likeneſs, 
and determine our character before God, 
Paul, unreſervedly acknowledges, he had not 
Known fin, but by the law. He, like others, 
when ignorant of the nature and demand of 
the law, concluded himſelf alive to God, and 
his ſtate ſecure. But, when the command- 
ment entered his conſcience, fin revived, and 
hedied; having no hope of juſtification from 
it, he eſteemed himſelf deſerving the awful 
curſe it pronounces.+ Theſe impreſſions 
produced the moſt fervent prayer, that he 
might be found iv ChRIST, not having his 
own righteouſneſs, which was of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Chrift, 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by faith, 
This afforded the moſt unſhaken confidence 
in God, and filled him with that joy and 
peace which made him triumph amidſt the 
accumulated ſufferings of his life. 

Religion is a perſonal concern. In our 
en dark unhappy ſtate by ſin, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that we aſk, What are the 
demands of that law by which we are bound 
to the Throne of Jexovan, that we might 
* ſenſibly 
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-fenfibly fly to the arms of his mercy? It is 
an undeniable fact, that we may remain in 
total ignorance of this all-important point, 
and be ſtrangers to the ſublime pleaſures of 
the goſpel of God, though we are conſtant- 
ly favoured with the Bible in our hand. 
Permit me then to aſk the reader, if he has 
examined himſelf, and taken ſome ſerious 
views of immortality? Has the law pene- 
trated your breaſt, convinced you of the 
nd of your perſonal tranſgreſſions, 
and arraigned your ſpirit at the Throne of 
Divine Judgment? The lam of the Lord is 
Perfect, converting the foul ;* and if you have 
felt its influence, it has led you in bitterneſs 
and tears to the Throne of Divine Mercy, 
ſaying “ Hear my prayer, O Lord ! give 
« ear to my ſupplications, in thy faithfulneſs 
e anſwer me; and enter not into judgment 
e with thy ſervant, for in thy ſight no fleſh 
&« living ſhall be juſtified.” 8 
Perhaps there is no greater evidence of 
the extreme ignorance of men, than their 
attachment to the moral law, as a neceſſary 
paſſport to Heaven; notwithſtanding God, 
and their conſcience, bear teſtimony, that all 
have ſinned. Nor is it uncommon to hear 
ſuch ſay “ If we are not to be ſaved, and 
<« rewarded for keeping the law, what ſyſtem 
can poſlibly anſwer the purpoſe??? By 
uc 
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ſuch we reply, we reprove you, not for 
thirſting after moral obedience; for thoſe 
who pretend to adhere moſt to the law, give 
but little evidence by their temper, that they 
really live under its influence. Perſonal and 
ſocial virtues are not ſo conſpicuous in the 
circle of ſociety, as to call for a check from 
the pulpit, or the preſs. But, it is our duty 
to caution thoſe, who inconſiderately pre- 
ſume to merit the favour of Heaven, by their 
imperfe& obedience to that law, which, in 
their ſerious moments, they find candour 
enough to acknowledge they have violated 
from their youth. Let ſuch aſk, What pro- 
viſion any human law has made, that a tranſ- 
greſſor, on future obedience, ſhall be acquit- 
ted from that ſentence to which his crime 
may have expoſed him? If no ſuch law 
exiſts, and common ſenſe bluſhes on namin 
ſuch an abſurdity, what confuſion ſhould fill 
the breaſt of thoſe who pretend to expect 
happineſs from the inflexible law of God, 
when they themſelves are found continued 
tranſgreſſors! It therefore becomes our du 
to inſtruct the ignorant and ſelf-righteous, 
the nature and extent of the law—how inca- 
pable they are of ſatisfying juſtice, either 
whole or in part—and direct them for a full 
ſalvation through the complete righteouſneſs 
of the Son of God. Thus, inſtead of diſ- 
countenancing moral obedience, we direct 
them 
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them to proper principles, that their lives 
may be more brilliant and uſeful in the fight 
of God and man. 

If the reader is already inſtructed, and has 
felt the power of the law upon his heart, he 
will by no means attempt to palliate his of- 
fences, or atone for his tranſgreſſions by pro- 
miſes of preſent repentance, or future obe- 
dience, He finds the law of his God in- 
flexible, demanding perfect, perſonal, and 
perpetual obedience ; declaring, He that of- 
fendeth in one point is guilty of all. Nothing 
will or can fatisfy the violated law, but the 
ſacrifice of the Saviour; and nothing ſhort 
of a perſonal aſſurance of intereſt in the ſame 
bleſſing, will ſatisfy the convinced conſcience. 
Poſſeſſed of this, he finds a new channel 
opened for obedience ; his heart glows with 
ſacred love to the great Redeemer of his 
ſpirit, and he reſigns himſelf to be the Lord's 
for ever. 

From the recital of the power of the law 
upon the conſcience, we do not infiſt that 
every perſon poſſeſſes equal ſenſibility. There 
are diverſities of operations, but it is the ſame 
God who worketh all in all. Some may be 
faid to ruſh upon the flames of Sinai, while 
its tremendous curſe fills them with i nexpreſ- 
ſible diſtreſs. Others advance to the fiery 
mount, with flow and almoſt imperceptible 


ſeps ; their firſt views of the law being ex- 
tremely 
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tremely imperfect; but its purity and majeſty 
gradually unfold, and bring them to unite 
with all in the pathetic cry of David—O 
Lord, I beſeech thee deliver my ſoul! 

II. Though the law ſays nothing of Chriſt, 
or affords the leaſt hope to a ſenſible tranſ- 
greſſor, by its entering the heart, and diſco- 
vering its guilt, it is ſaid to be a /choolmaſter 
to lead to Chriſt, The term law, in this paſ- 
ſage, is ſuppoſed by ſome to ſignify the Ce- 
remonial law ; its various ſacrifices and offer- 
ings having a tendency to lead the Jews to 
Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah. But, it is 
equally true of the eds of the moral law 
upon an enlightened conſcience. It is as a 
probe in the wound of the heart, and makes 
us ſenſible of our extreme need of the great 
Phyſician's balm. And, without this, it is 
abſolutely impoſſible we ſhould be ſolicitous 
to fly to the arms of ſovereign mercy, or 
ariſe from that ſtate of ſtupidity which natu- 
rally pervades the finner's mind. In the 
proceſs of converſion, there is an inſepara- 
ble connection between the lam and the go/- 
fel. The terrors of mount SiNa1, will pre- 
par2 the heart for the mercies of mount Cal. 
VARY. 

III. The precepts of the law are of infinite 
uſe in teaching us the excellence of the perſon 
of Jeſus; and its penalties are equally calcu- 
lated to ſhew the nature of his death. The 
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perfection of human characters can be eſtimat- 
ed only by their conformity to the law of their 
creation; and of which, we can have no evi- 
dence but by the actions of their life. Jeſus 
appeared in our nature, emblazoning the law 
by the exerciſe of every perſonal and ſocial 
virtue; confirming the ſentiment of Peter, 
that he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and fepa- 
rate from ſinners. The perfection of his hu- 
man character, in fully obeying the law of 
God, could alone enable him to work out a 
righteouſneſs for our juſtification. One flaw 
in this foundation, would have deſtroyed our 
hopes for eternity! Let the enemies of 
chriſtianity compare the perſon and life of 
Chriſt with the acknowledged law of our cre- 
ation, and aſk, What precept ſhines in thoſe 
ſacred TABLES, that are not equally reſplen- 
dent in the great IMMAnvEeL ?—and whether 
in bim our nature has not been advanced to 
its higheſt perfection? His ſupreme and un- 
paralleled Love to man—the brilliancy of his 
TRUTH—and the perfection of his DEVOTION, 
convey the fulleſt evidence that he was the 
BEAUTY OF HOLINESS—the promiſed Mzs- 
SLay—and the everlaſting Son of God! 
The penalty of the law denounced againſt 
tranſgreſſors, was DEATH, in every poſſible 
form it could aſſume. Separation from the 
bliſsful preſence of God—the extreme ſuffer- 


ings of this mortal life—the diſunion of dr 
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and body - and the weight of vindictive ven- 
geance againſt ſin; theſe formed the bittter 
portion of the Saviour's cup. But, neither 
the purity of the /ife of Chriſt, nor the horror 
of his death, could have availed us, had they 
not received an infinite dignity by his union 
with the Divine. This gave luſtre to his 
Perſon, and efficacy to his obedience. 

There are not a few who eſteem Chriſt 
Jeſus as having aſſumed our nature only to 
give us a copy of moral excellence, and dif- 
card the idea of his vicarious ſacrifice, To 
ſuch we may ſay, If Jeſus is acknowledged 
to be ſo holy a perſon, muſt we not be indue- 
ed to queſtion the divine juſtice in the ſuffer- 
ings he indured, and the death which he died, 
unleſs they were to anſwer ſome very extra- 
ordinary purpoſe? The ſcripture ſolves the 
difficulty He who knew no fin, was made 
fin for us, that we might be made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him. He died, the juſt 
58 the unjuſt, that he might bring us unto 
God. | 

IV. The law in Chriſt may be uſed as a 
mean of ſanctification. The letter of the 
law ſhews us our duty to love God, and our 
neighbour, but gives us no power to obey. 
The cosPeL does both. The law is like the 
moon, that affords us light; — the goſpel is 
as the ſun, that gives light, heat and vege- 
tation. | | 
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It has been aſked, If the law is not a 
| ſufficient rule of moral practice for thoſe who 
are under the covenant of Grace?“ To 
which we reply, However it was ſuited to 
our firſt parents in Paradiſe, as perfectly pure 
moral agents, it is not ſufficient for us whoſe 
character by fin is the very reverſe. We 
need farther diſcoveries than the law affords. 
That law dictates the religion of nature; 
but the goſpel precepts, which evidently in- 
clude and eftabliſh the moral law, and make 
them appear, if poſſible, with additional luſ- 
tre, ſhew us the duties and privileges of our 
net and happy relation to God, as our Ever- 
laſting Covenant Father in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
which cannot poſſibly be known by the law 
of Moſes. Beſides, our Lord and Maſter 
has given us new commandments, and eſta- 
bliſhed ordinances exactly ſuited to the goſpel 
diſpenſation. If the miniſtration of death 
was glorious, how much more does the goſ- 
pel, as the miniſtration of life, exceed in 
glory! To adhere to the moral law only, 
as a rule of obedience, indicates a temper 
unfavourable to the excellence of the goſpel, 
and aſſuredly reflects on the wiſdom and grace 
of its Almighty Author. 

The moral law is not made void, either 
by the death of Chriſt, or in the life of the 
Chriſtian. The Holy SpiRrr, whoſe office 
it is to ſanctify believers in Chriſt, writes the 


> | law 
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law anew upon their hearts, and more fully 
explains it by the rich variety of goſpel pre- 
cepts.* The great difference obſervable in 
the uſe of the moral law, as a rule of practice, 
is, ſome boaſt of a moral obligation to obey 
the law of God, without viewing it in Chriſt, 
and not living upon the grace of the goſpel, 
Others evangelically receive the law, as glo- 
rified in Chriſt, and depend entirely upon 
the aid of Grace to enable them to under- 
ſtand and practice the will of God. In 
Chriſt the believer reſts for juſtification, and 
awaits the juſt judgment of God, with a full 
aſſurance of hope. Nor will his hope allow 
him willingly to tranſgreſs the precepts of 
the law of Moſes, the injunctions of the Pro- 
phets, or the commands of the Son of God. 
Though divorced from the law as a rule for 
22 he obeys it from a principle of 
ove to Chriſt. 

Every man of grace can experimentally 
fay—* Though I ſee another law in my 
members, warring againſt the law of my 
mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of fin, I ſtill delight in the law of God, 
after the inward man. Though I find a law, 
that when I would do good, evil is preſent 
with me; the law of thy mouth, O my God, 
is better unto me than thouſands of gold and 
'- ſilver, 


Jeremiah, xxxijj, 31. + Romans, vii. 
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filver. Thou ſhalt guide me with th y 
council, and afterwards bring me to glory!“ 

V. Thelaw teaches us, that the final ſtate 
of man muſt be according to the purity of 
Divine Judgment, whatever wrong concep- 
tions we may form of it. God never can 
act inconſiſtent with himſelf. He hath ap- 
pointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom 
he hath ordained, whereof he hath given aſ- 
ſurance unto all men, in that he hath raiſed 
him from the dead“. And, however the 
goſpel, or other diſpenſations may enhance 
the condemnation of the wicked, they muſt, 
and will be judged by that law which binds 
them to the authority of God. Do not think 
that I will accuſe you to the Father, ſaid Jeſus 
to the Jews; there is one that accuſeth you, 
even Moſes, in whom you truſt. What pro- 
miſe has God given to any wicked man, wha 
dies in his fins, that the law ſhall not con- 
demn him ? or, that in that moſt ſolemn day 
he ſhall be redeemed from its curſe? Has 
not the Judge of all aſſured us, that the hu- 
man ſoul, by fin, is capable of being loſt; 
and if loſt, that it cannot be regained? He 
who ventures to deny this ſolemn truth, muſt 
give the lie to thoſe words of Chriſt in 


Mark, viii. 36, and eſteem the uns” 
ET 0 


Acts, xvil. 31. 
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of the laſt judgment, and the puniſhment of 
the wicked, as a religious farce; and of 
courſe he muſt eventually deny the whole re- 
velation of God. Let the reader eſtimate 
the value of his own ſoul, and look forward 
to eternity. Unleſs immerſed in the deluſive 
cares of life, or inſnared by evil habits, he 
will ſurely refle& on his obligation to the 
law, his incapacity to obey, and the neceſſity 
of an intereſt in the Friend or SINNERS. 
We are to remember, that although we have 
loſt our ability to obey, God's right to puniſh 
the impenitent ſinner abideth forever, and 
binds him, as ſuch, to the throne of his judg- 
ment. He that finneth againſt God, wrong- 
eth his own ſoul, and treaſureth up bra. 
and woe for eternity. He, who, from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt, flies for mercy to the 
croſs of Jeſus, is truly wiſe, and ſhall there 


find that peace and joy that ſhall never know | 
an end. 


From this intereſting ſubject, we are con- 
ſtrained to ſtand with ſolemn awe of that 
ALMIGHTY LORD who holdeth our 

ſouls in life! Who can but fall before his 
brilliant Throne, and pronounce him to — 

ju 
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juſt and holy in all his ways! From his 
law, how great and terrible are the manifeſ- 
_ tations of his juſtice—how rich the expreſ- 
ſions of his mercy through the agonies of his 
Son! With boldneſs may we approach his 
gracious preſence, and plead the virtue of a 
Saviour's blood. Impreſſed with the influ- 
ence of his ſpirit, and under the diſplays of 
ſuch aſtoniſhing goodneſs, who can but re- 
ceive the precepts of the law, with the in- 
junctions of the goſpel, bind them upon their 
hearts, and practice them in their hves ? 
While living upon the fulneſs of Jeſus, and 
paſſing through the paths of life, we fix our 
eyes on thoſe gates of everlaſting happineſs, 
which the violated law of our God had ſhut 
againſt us, now opened through the infinitely 
meritorious ſacrifice of the Prince of Peace, 
Life and immortality are brought to liaht 
by the goſpel. We no longer ſtart at Death, 
whoſe ſting was formed by our tranſgreſſion 
of the law, but cheerfully reſign our ſpirits 
into the hand of Him who hath redeemed 
us to God. Our fleſh ſhall now reſt in hope, 
and await the trump of God;—then, burſt- 
ing from the confines of the grave, and our 
ſpirits re-united, we ſhall join the final judg- 
ment, amidſt the inconceivable, auguſt diſ- 
plays of mercy and of juſtice. 

Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed is the man whoſe heart is thus pre- 
pared by the law to receive the grace of the 
goſpel; and who as ardently thirſts after 
ſanctification in Chriſt, to the glory of God, 
as it does to be ſaved from preſent anguiſh 
and future puniſhment. 
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